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18ATAH. xiv. 12. fe 


Uno art tha fall from heaven, Q Las 9055 * 
S the n. how art thou cui ee fo the 


Ef red 


IN the Se en n of bee 
. the overturning of ſtates and of empires, 
and the fall of illuſtrious and eminent po- 
tentates, are compared to the eclipſing and 


falling of the luminaries of the heavens, as 
in this beautiful paſſage before us. It refers 


to the taking of Babylon, and the extinction 
of a bloody race of cruel tyrants; on ac- 
count of Which, the moral and natural 
worlds ate repreſented as confounded, and 


overwhelmed with emotions of wonder and 


and of joy. And I appeal to the judgment 
of the conſiderate, and ho believe in the 


incontroulable agency of a Providence, if the 


ſignal event, juſt now taken place, of the 
overthrow and irretrievable ruin of the Ro- 
ws Papacy, 1s not is 35 ſurprizing, and 

A N the | 


* 
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n 
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24 he ground 'of Joy: more Westie and: Anne | 
to all the lovers of religion and of humanity, - 
than that of the taking of Babylon, and the 
deſtruction of its king, amidſt their mid- 
night, impious carouſal. An event which 
has been the ſubject of millions of prayers, 

nay, and of the cry of blood from under the 

altar, for a thouſand, years. On this occa- 
nion we may juſtly congratulate ourſelves in 
the language of our Saviour, bleſſed are our 
eyes and ears, which have ſeen and heard 
theſe things! Diveſted of prejudice, and 
reed from every tinQure of miſanthropy or 
| UM-will to the perſons of thoſe who have not 
yet ſeen it their duty to quit the communion 
| of Rome, the preacher only wiſhes, that up- _ 
on the ſubyerſion of ſuch a ſyſtem, hoſtile 
to the beſt and moſt endearing intereſts of 

| „ mankind, civil and religious liberty, bene - 

} ___-  wolence and, all the Chriſtian charities (as the 5 

I celebrated... Counſellor Erſkine juſtly terme 

wen diffuſe their benign influence 


3? N 

j ctghrough all the nations of the world, and of | 
which may the gentlemen, and others, of , . 
008 catholic perſuaſion, have an, ample ſhare! * £2 

But ſhould they entertain ſentiments. of re- 


ſentment againſt the author and his ſubject, 
he will only adopt the language of a high 
. authority, Father, forgive * for they know | 
PE not what they do!. 
8 1 RE e 8 us will by an eaſy ap- 
Fr plication, 


9 | f* * 1 
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Std 3 illustrate the firong pals 
ſemblance betwixt ' heathen Babylon and 
Cbriſtian e in their erimes TRE in their 3 
1 eee 9 n 

The iel context W 4 beautiful ; 
apa; or ſong after a ſuppoſed victory, ; 
heightened with all the charms of the glow- 
ing Hebrew poetry,” and which, for bold- 
neſs of figure and magnificence of image, 
the learned Biſhop Lowth challenges all an⸗ 
= tiquity to. produce” its equal] ; and} ſo univer- 
ſal is the joy which attends the fall of chat 
mercileſs race of Babyloniſh'ryrants,. that 
the natural and moral worlds ſeem to par- 
: ticipate in it, and to 1 on account of | 
the ruinous cataſtrophe..* + 07 $04 | 
Babylon, the capital of the. Alyrian Em- 
pire, for extent, magnificence, and forti- 

eations, never had its: equal in the world. 
It was an exact ſquare, 25 miles on every 
fide, or 60 miles in oompafs, ſo that it in- 


eloſed a large country, conſiſting of fields 


and gardens, to ſupply the inhabitants in 
caſe of a ſiege. The river Euphrates run 
through the middle of the city, which, no 
doubt, contributed greatly both to the health 
and e of the inhabitants. To ſet at 
deſiance every idea of a ſiege, it was ſur- 
rounded with walls of the ſtupendous height 
ol ſix hundred feet, and ſo broad that ſix 
: Chariots. could . a-breaſt on the top of 
"$311 bs ) the . 


_— 
5 


you. 


45) 


the 3 While they contained a hundred 
gates of ſolid braſs, 25 on every ſide of the 


city. The ſtreets run parallel with the walls, 


and ſo cutting one another at right angles, 


„ | laid out the whole eity in regular ſquares, 


The palaces, temple of Belus, hanging gar- 
dens, and other ornamental works of art, 
never were equalled in the world. To peo- 
ple this mighty capital, Nebuchadnezer, who 
_ greatly enlarged and adorned it, made war 
upon almoſt all the neighbouring, and ma- 
ny diſtant nations,” and particularly the 
Jews, Egyptians, Syrians, and Tyrians, and 
having ſubdued and over-run - theſe coun- 
tries, he led in by thouſands the wretched 
inhabitants to Babylon, as to a huge priſon, 
or, in the beautiful language of the ſong, 
ver. 17. That made the world at a wilderneſi, 
aud deftrayed the cities theref ; ; 00s ne 20 
7.00 houſe of his priſoners: © 
But the Chaldeans were Wiens for their 
 fuperſtition' and idol worſhip, as they were 
for their injuſtice and cruelty. The remoteſt 
hiſtory of nations traces ſuperſtition to Chal- 
dea, as to its ſource, and all che idol-worſhip 
of Egypt, Phenicia, Canaan, Greece, and 
| Rome itſelf, may be traced back to Babylon, 
and by which the nations were taught rites 
ſo bloody, fo inhuman, that the righteous | 
Governar of the world found a kind of 


moral — laid Rn him to extermi- 
5 e 


BY uns 


170 


nate them from the face of the earth. And 
it was in Babylon, the priſon-houſe of the 
Jews, that God gave that people ſuch a ſur- 
feit of idolatry, to which in their own land 
they had been too much addicted, that they 
cannot endure the ſight of an image, as ma- 
king a part of religious worſhip, to this 
day. A crime which the Moſt High will 
net ſuffer with impunity, as his glory he will 
not give to another, nor bis praiſe to grauen 
. images.” Thus the crimes of that imperial 
city aroſe to ſuch a height, that the Sovereiga 
of the univerſe determined its overthrow, 
and ſealed its doom. For thus runs the fear- 
ful ſentence, Chap. xiii. ver. 19, 20, 21, 22. 
And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the 
e beauty of the Chaldees excellency, ſhall be 
as when God overthrew Sodom and Go- 
e morrah; It ſhall never be inhabited, nei- 
ther ſhall it be dwelt in from generation to 
generation; neither ſhall the Arabian pitch 
4 tent there, neither ſhall the ſhepherds make 
their fold there. But wild beaſts of the deſart 
«ſhall lie there, and their houſes ſhall be full 
e of doleful creatures, and owls ſhall dwell 
* there, and ſatyrs ſhall dance there. And 
ec the wild beaſts of the iflands ſhall cry in 
© their deſolate houſes, and dragons in their 
* pleaſant palaces; and her time is near to 
& come, and her days ſhall not be pro- 


= * longed,” And to ratify this tremendous 
1 doom 


5 


Soom, it is added, Chap: xiv; ver. 24. „The 
Lord of Hoſts hath ſworn, ſaying, a 
as T have thought, ſo ſhall it come to paſs, 
© and as 1 have purpoſed, ſo ſhall it ſtand.” 
"if Babylon, and her impious, impenitent . 
vereigus were probably treating every ap- 
pearance of danger with ſeorn and contempt 


ting danger at defiance not above ſix years 
ago; and as ancient Babylon was wrapping 
Herſelf up in ſecurity, from her ſeemingly 
impregnable walls and lofty towers, her bra- - 
1 Zen gates and ample ſtores; ſo modern Ba- 
= bylon from the ſtrong alliances with catholic 
| princes, from her pretended power to anathe- 
matize and blaſt the moſt formidable plans 
againſt the holy ſee, and both of them arro- 
gantly ſaying, I ſhall fit as a queen, and ſee 


then, as modern Babylon, or Rome, was ſet- 


no ſorrow. - How blind and preſumptuous is. 


man- For hiftory has left a diſtin& ac- 
count of the taking, and final deſolation 
of the former, and at this moment the eccle- 
ſiaſtical power, long, long exerciſed by the 
popes and conclave of cardinals of Rome, 

_ ſeems e eee een e event 

this! 8 ; m9. 
"4 Sacred hiſtory ms us, chat Darius the 5 

1 Mede took Babylon, although his nephew 
4 f 5 Cyrus conducted the ſiege; and underſtand- 
1 ing, after he had in vain tried every method 
to e bimſelf W a the city, that on a 

| | "mane. 


nicht, probably Belſhazzar's birth night, 


there would be a grand caroufal; he, with - 


His army, diverted: the courſe of the river 


that flowed through the city, and marching 


his troops in the bed of the river, now dry, 


| beneath the. brazen ſluices, he found the 
vrhole city drovned in debauchery and wine, 


at the very moment Daniel the prophet had 


interpreted the myſterious writing upon the 


wall, informing the infatuated monarch, that 
bis 2 was given to the Medes and Per- 


ant. Mean-while the victorious troops, 
meeting with little oppoſition, directed their | 


march towards the palace; and the beſotted 


Prince, with his intoxicated and effeminate 
nobles, affecting courage, armed themſelves, 


and ruſhing out, met the Perſian ſoldiers, 


and all periſhed in one common ſlaughter. 


It is true, Babylon did not then experience 


the full extent of the doom pronounced a- 


gainſt it. It was for ſome, time the ſeat of 


_ the Perſian. empire ſtill. But the Perſian 
prices founding, and making Perſepolis 
their reſidence, Babylon became ſo neglected, 

that at laſt it was made a hunting park, and 


filled with wild beaſts for the amuſement ef 
the kings of Perſia; and to crown. its cala- 


mities, the vaſt baſon of water which Cyrus 

had cut out, overwhelming all the adjacent 
country, burſt over. the fallen walls' of Ba- 
Ws 1 ſo made that r, and for many 


2 


Tees, miles 


9 
: 
x 
; 


. 
miles round it one large ma —the proper 

© abode: for the cormorant, the Lever and 
other aquatic fowls. And ſo completely has 
the prophecy been fulfilled in its overthrow, 
in its final and perpetual deſolation, that 
geographers cannot, within many miles, 


_ agree in their conjectures, Where imperial 


Babylon, the pride of Aſia, and queets of 
W had formerly ſtood 1 _ 
It is equally true, that altho' Rome, by 
| 8 its ſovereign Pontiff, and his conſiſ- 


| tary of cardinals, ſtripped: of their authority, 


their lands and riches (the ſinews of ſtrength 
of every ſtate) has got a deadly blow, likely 
never to be healed ; but popery Aill is the 
_ eſtabliſhed. religion 'of many powerful and 
opulent nations; yet we are not left at liber- 
ty to doubt for a moment reſpecting its ap- 
proaching and final diſſolu tin. 
1. Let us again glance at the ſong which 
this amazing and unexpected overthrow of 
; Babylon occaſioned, Here all worlds ſcem 
to join in the general joy, and add, How 
_ © hath the oppreſſor ceaſed! the Seiden cit,” "ne 
* ceaſed! The tyrant: who ſmote the peo- 
« ple in wrath, with a continual "ſtroke, 
that ruled che nations in anger, is fallen! 


ls chis the man, (add they) that made the 


earth to tremble, and did ſhake kingdoms, 
that made the world as a wilderneſs,” he 
1 a how changed! See his 

ö | | ghaſtly 


4: 11 * 
ghaſtly countenance ſtained wick 805 and 
duſt, and his ſlain carcaſe mingled with the 
common dead! Inanimate nature takes up 
the ſong, the <vhole earth it at. reſt, ou _ 
his Fall, now enjoys. happy repoſe,” . 


The fir-trees, and the ſtately cedars, by i 
bold and beautiful flight of poetry, are 


brought in as exclaiming with inſulting: tri- 
umph over the fallen monarch, Since thou 
« art laid down, no feller is come up againſt 
ug.“ Since thou haſt fallen, thou troubler 


of the earth, the deſtructive ax has not been 


plied againſt us, to form thy catapultas, bat- 


tering rams, and other engines of war; we 
now flouriſh in peace, and rear our lofty 
tops to the ſkies. Nay, the inhabitants of 


the inviſible ſtate ſeem to ſtart from their 


ſilent beds, as aſtoniſhed at the fall of the 
once dreadful monarch, whoſe cruel ſword 


brought them to an lr end, and, with 


an infernal yell, hear how their injured 


ghoſts exult over his calamitous fall: In- 


human, barbarous man of blood! Art 
„ thou alſo become weak as we? art thou 
become like unto us? Thy pomp - is 

« brought down to the grave, and the noiſe 

« of thy viols: the worm is ſpread under 
„ thee, and the worms cover thee. How 


e art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, | 
„ for of the morning! Thou whoſe mag- 


. N and 8 eclipſed ours as 
4 . „ 


1 


1 8 


a much as the morning ſtar outſhines all the 
*lefſer ſtars in the ſky.” Hear then bar- 
barous, bloody ghoſt, what is your fear- 


"4 Tal doom, while our bodies all lie i in glo- 


* ry, every one in our houſes, our lofty 
* „ mauſoleums, on beds of ſtate, thou art caſt 
* out of thy grave like an abominable 
« branch; while thy carcaſe lies trodden un- 
4 der foot, Thou ſhalt not be joined to the 
* honourable dead! Slaughter is alſo pre- 
 *pared for thy children; for the iniquity 
- * of thee their father, becauſe thou haſt 
* cauſed the deſtruction of thy land, and ſo 
4 flin thy people.“ With one voice they 
all join in ſolemn chorus, that ſovereigns 
and nations may hear, THE SEED OP EVIL- 
 DOERS SHALL NEVER BE RENOWNED.— 
The Sovereign of the univerſe will diſgrace 
and puniſh them, and poſterity will held 
their memory in everlaſting execration. - 
II. I haſten to point out the a, 
betwixt ancient Babylon, and Fapal Rome. 
And the reſemblance 1 me in a era 
of reſpeRs. 
1. Like Babylon, Rome: was madly ages. 
the ſeat of univerſal empire. And even when 
the race of the Cæſars had periſhed by the o- 
verwhelming hoſts of the Goths, Vandals, and 
Huns, and Rome itſelf had been repeatedly 


taken and ſacked by theſe barbarians, yet by 


RY he * * one of the ten horns, 
— 


„ | 
kate the biſhop of Rome with evil as 
well as | eccleſiaſtical power, the deadly 


wound which Rome had received, was heal 
ed. While the pontiffs, by a train of arti- 


|  fices roſe, in proceſs of time, to a degree of 


ſplendor and eminence that eclipſed all the 
ſovereigns of the world. But this ſyſtem 
was of an entire new form of dominion, and 


differed from any that had ever exiſted : 
in the world; the ſymbolical repreſen- 


tation of 8 as of a horn that had a 
mouth and eyes, was given to Daniel, inti- 


5 mating that the papacy would be a ſpecies 
of univerſal monarchy, of a mixed nature, 


partly eccleſiaſtical, and partly civil, founded 
on the pretenſions of divine right, and pro- 
moted under the colour of religion. Found- 
ed on theſe claims, it aſpired to unlimited, 
univerſal dominion, and worldly opulence 
and grandeur, and aſſumes a divine autho- 
rity to govern the word, and ſubject 
princes not only in ſpirituals, but in tem- 
pPorals alſo. And the Roman pontiffs have 
conſidered themſelves as kings as well as 


prieſts, uniting the imperial diadem with 


the ſpiritual mitre, and graſping the ten: 
poral ſword along with the keys of St Peter 
Nay, as poſſeſſed of the power and preroga- 
tives of the divinity itſelf... Hence they have 
| boaſted that all power is committed to them 
in heaven, . and hell, and in conſe- - 
Fs. e "nee 
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8 of which they claimed a right to 
55 _ diſpoſe of crowns; and of kingdoms, to ſet 
up or to pull down, to ern or to e * 
5 - their pleaſure, + .* 5 
That I may not ſeem to ee thar com- 
munion with what never exiſted, I ſhall ſe- 
lect a few out of innumerable * of 
=. the pride and inſufferable arrogance of theſe 
= -. | haughty :pontiffs. Gregory VII. writes to 
the King of England, and tells him that 
if God had given him power to correct, as 
1 ce well as to admoniſh kings; for (ſays he) 
I next under God, the royal dignity was 
under the apoſtolic ſee.” Clement II. ſays; 
K That to the Romiſn church every knee 
é muſt bow of things on earth, and at his 
&© pleaſure” the door of Besten 1 opened 
«+ and; htte The church, my ſpouſe, 
45 (ſays Innocent III.) is not married to me 
* without bringing me ſomething. She _ 
te has given to me a dowry, a price beyond 
all price, the plenitude of things 2 
and the extent of things temporal. She 
© has given me the mitre in token of age 5 
| * ſpiritual, and the crown in token of things 
eg temporal. The mitre for the prieſthood, 
e and the crown for the kingdom, making 
te me the lieutenant of him, who has writ- 


ten on his veſture and on his thigh, King 
F - kings, and Lord of lords. Tenjoy alone 


he plenitude of power, that others may 
" 5 8 * fay 


— 
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| . ſay afs me, next God, And out of his fulneſs 8 
4 have we received, &c., Martin V. in his 
inſtruction to a nuncio, whotn he ſent to Con- 5 
ſtantinople, aſſumes to himſelf the following ; 


blaſphemous titles, The moſt high and the 


4. moſt blefſed; who is inveſted with heavenly - 


+ power, who is Lord on earth, the ſucceſſor 


4 of Peter, the Chriſt or the anointed of the 
the Lord, the Lord of the univerſe, the 
Father of kings, the Light of the world, the 
Clement 


1 


4 Sovereign Pontiff, Pope Martin. 
VII. with his cardinals of Avignon, writing 
to Charles VI. of France, ſays, As there is but 


one God in the heavens, ſo there varus, and. 


ought not to be but one God on earth 
Angelus Politianus thus addreſſes Riese 


ander VI. We rejoice to ſee: you raiſed a- 
e bove all human things, and exalted even to 


e divinity itſelf, ſeeing there is nothing except 
God which is not put under you 
I conclude with a ſpecimen of the incenſe 


"offered to the ſame divinities, the popes, by 
+ the council of Lateran, under Julius and Leo. 


« Tu paſtor, tu medicus, tu gubernator, tu 


9 cuſtos, tu denique alter Deus in terris Ar- 


. & ripe gladium divinæ poteſtatis, tibi tradi- 


6 tum, jube, impera, manda, liga reges, cum 


a jam tibi data fit omnes poteſtas in cœlo et 
ein terra. In te uno atque legitimo Dei et 


4 Chriſti vicario propheticum debuit rurſes 


a, * impleri, adorabunt eum omnes reges terræ, 
, 15 e omnes 


— 
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omnes gentes Eervient ei. — Thus in "PA 
liſh, © Thou the ſhepherd, thou the phyſician, 
_ © thou the governor, finally thou another 
God on earth—Take the ſword of divine 
1 power iven to thee, order, command, en- 
« join, bind kings, ſince all power in heaven 
and earth is committed to thee. In thee 
1 alone; the only and legitimate vicar of God 
e and Chriſt, can that prophecy have its juſt 
i fccompliſhment, All the kings on earth ſhall 
4 worſhip him, and all the nations of the 
“ world ſhall ſerve him 
2 - Theſe arrogant high claims. and; 3 
= an had they been only ſwelling words of 
| vanity, ſhould. have affected mankind with 
no other emotions than thoſe of pity and ſi- 
lent; contempt ; but the artful and haughty 
| pontiffs of Rome made ſovereigns and na- 
tions feel, to their dreadful experience, that 
they intended to put their pretenſions in 
Practice, and a thouſand years experience 
has ſanctioned the dear bought trult. 
For in conſequence of that abſurd and 
"= monſirous ſyſtem, Rome began to ſhew her- 
| felf with glory and eclat, among the nations, 
3K till that great city actually became once more 
the miſtreſs of the world, ruling over the kings 
of the earth; and the pretended Vicar of 
_ _ Chriſt anni her Pagan Cæſars in pride, 
=_ magnificence, deſpotiſm, and cruel tyranny; 
1 as well as in Aale n and every de- 
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( 17 ) | 
teſtable vice. Having obtained repeated do- 
nations of cities, lands and provinces, they 
roſe to the rank of temporal princes. But 
theſe being altogether unequal to their inſa- 
tiable avarice and ambition, they enlarged 
their claims without end. Not ſatisfied with 
taxing and giving laws to the patrimony of 
St Peter, they began to conſider all Chriſten- 
dom as his patrimony, and accordingly claim- 


cd his pence, By methods unheard of be- 
fore, they found the ſecret of raiſing im- 


menſe revenues; and by images, purgatory, 
reliques, pilgrimages, indulgences, jubilees, 
canonizations, miracles, maſſes, and a thou- 
ſand other ways were ſucceſsfully employed 
to drain the wealth of the world to Rome, 
Every brief for making a new /aint, coſts 
100,000 crowns. A conſecrated pall, for an 
' Engliſh Archbiſhop, was procured for 12000. 
Walter Grey, Archbiſhop of York, paid 
20,0000, for that trifle, a ſum equal in value 
to 100,000]. now. Being God's vicegerents 
on earth, the popes have claimed the right to 
+ alle thrones of the world, and in many 
_ caſes realized their claims. And they had fo 
ſtupefied and intoxicated the judgments of 
men with the belief of their divine legation, 
that few were willing or dared to reſiſt them. 
But ſome that diſputed their powers and 
claims ſoon ſaw them arm themſelves with 
3 * anathemas upon ana- 
Ro 


TY 


| ha Times without. 1 1 they ; 
excommunicated: princes; depoſing them 
from their governments, interdicting their 
dominions, or transferring them to others: 
| abſolving ſubjects from their allegiance, exci- 


ting them to revolt, and authorizing them to 


daethrone, or to murder their excommunica- 
ted ſovereigns. Should theſe princes, juſtly 5 
dreading the terrible effects of their ſpi- 


ritual fulminations, ſue for reſtoration unto 
the papal favour, it was commonly granted 


SZ upon the. moſt humiliating and ruinous 
terms. I ſhall adduce a ſingle inflance or 


two. Henry IV. emperor of Germany, ha- 
ving incurred the diſpleaſure of Hildebrand, 


or Gregory VII. one of the moſt haughty of 
 _ thoſe ghoſtly tyrants that ever fill'd St 
Peter's chair, and being excommunicated by 


him, the indignities he ſuffered, previous to 
his being relaxed from that ſentence, are in- 


credible. Finding that Gregory had ſtirred 
up almoſt all the princes of the empire a- 
gainſt him, to ſoften his wrath, he would 
expreſs a ſingular act of E and con- 


3 
8 2 


trition: He took a journey as a penitent to 


Italy, in the middle of winter; with his 


wife and ſon of two years of age, ſuffer 


ing great fatigues and inconveniences by the 


way. | When he arrived at Canaſſa, where 
the pope then was, he was ſuffered to enter 


0 a outer gate, n was immediately ws 


: „„ al 


5 
5 
4% 


| . 
| 211 his attendarits excluded · He was then 
told that there was no remiſſion for him, un- 
leſs he remained for a time in that place, in 
the condition of a penitent; which he did 
for the ſpace of three days, in the outer court, 
clad in mean apparel, expoſed to the cold 
and ſnow, bare · footed, and faſting from 
morn till night. At lng on the fourth 
day the pope admitted him to an audience, 
at the interceſſion of the counteſs Matilda, 


who was called St Peter's daughter, to whom, 


fame reports the holy father could deny no 


favours, nor ſhe to him; he was then ab- 


ſolved from the ſentence upon the moſt diſ- 
graceful and mortifying terms. Frederic, an- 
other German emperor, was obliged to pro- 


ſtrate himſelf on the ground before the Ro- 


man pontiff, then in Venice, upon which the 
Luciferian' prelate is faid to havè ſet his foot 
on the emperor's neck, pronouncing, © Thou 
& ſhalt tread upon the ferpent and the aſp, 


- and trample the lion and dragon under thy 


* foot.” Henry II. of England, one of her 
greateſt princes, for a raſh word which oo 
caſioned the death of Thomas a Becket, a 

proud and turbulent prelate, was obliged, by 
His oath taken upon the relicts of Saints and 
the holy Evangelifts, to purge himſelf, of either 
commanding, or conſenting to his death. 
His penance was, clothed all in woollen, he 
went three miles bare-footed, ſo that the very 
e J) 


4s) 


Avid r he: Walked was tained by 
the blood running from his tender feet, cut 
by the ſharp ſtones; and coming to the tomb 
of Becket, now by the pope canonized, or 
made a kind of half-god, (although when 
living, one of the moſt ſeditious, turbulent 
villains, that ever plagued a nation) and there 
Proſtrating himſelf, he received ſome monk- 
iſh diſcipline, being whipt by rods on his 
bare fleſh, by the prieſts there preſent, to the 
man of 80 ſevere laſhes! 

Dandalo, a noble Venetian of high n | 
atchipting to ſoothe the anger of Clement 
V. againſt his country, appeared before him 
with iron chains, and in that condition was 
ordered to lie Unger the e table like 

4 06! . 

Silveſter II. paſſed: a ſores ſlaves till 
8 earl who had impriſoned a biſhop, 


ordering him to be tied to the necks of two 


wild horſes, and his mangled body to be af- | 
terwards thrown out into the high way. 92 
Such has been the reward to bünded 
princes - for inveſting- theſe ghoſtly wolves 
with abſolute power over themſelves, and 
their unhappy ſubjects, who, for ages, groan- 
ed under the double burden of civil and ec- 


' eleſiaſtical ſlavery! Thus they have been o- 


bliged at once to facrifice the majeſty. of ” 
29 41 and ag 3 of man” . 


In- 


ca) 


-Intoxicated: with their ſucceſs, the pont 
diſdaining to acknowledge any limets to their 
_ dominion, they affected to wield the ſceptre of 

the univerſe, commanding all ſovereigns to re- 
receive their crowus and kingdoms: from the 
pontiff, and to hold them only an his ſu- 


i pros will and pleaſure. 


ew ſtriking is the reſemblance 1 the 
1 arrogance of the kings of ancient 


Babylon, and that of popes of the anti- 
chriſtian hierarchy. Highly probable it is, 


that when Belſhazzar, in the fatal night of 


his overthrow, had ordered the ſacred veſſels, 
formerly employed in the ſervice of the Ar 


ing God, to be brought out of the temple 
of Belus, and filled with wine, he ſaid, or 
ſung, I will aſcend into heaven, I will ex- 
e alt my throne” above the ſtars of God :I 


e will aſcend above the heights of the clouds, 


„ will be Me ibe Moſt Hb, ver. 14, 15. 


It has juſt been mentioned, that Chaldæa, 


of which Babylon was the capital, was the 
nurſery for ſuperſtition, and from hence the 


the worſhip of ' demons or departed ſpirits 


took its riſe, and ſpread far and wide through 
the world. It was from this - impoiſoned 


ſource that the worſhip of one Supreme 


Deity was vitiated; and at laſt through the 
whole world, almoſt entirely ſet afide. One 

ſingle family was, by the extraordinary pro- 
NN of God, * to be witneſſes of the 


| unity 


TY 


— unity of THEIR and obi as well 
as to hold out hopes ol a NMeſſiah to make 
Bis appearance in the world. This facred 
ray of divine light was the greatefl bleſſing 
to mankind, when the thick cloud of the 
rabble of Baalim feemed altogether to o ver- 
whelm the world in the groffeſt darkneſs 
of ſuperſtition: And men have reaſon to 
Pleſs God; who thus made a ſelection of the 
Jews to be the guardians of theſe ſacred and 
important doctrines, which, with all their in- 
22 they” tenacioully maintain. to this 
W 

But although the worhls of « one 5051. any ; 
one Mediator, was purely taught by the hoſt - 

_ propagators. of chriſtianity, and in no chureh 
more fo, than in that planted at Rome; whoſe 
faith was ſpoken of by the whole world, till 
popery reared its freightful head; then de- 
monology, or the-worſhip of departed. ſpirits, 


_ enrolled in their calendar as ſaints, with an 


endleſs train of ſuperſtitious e er that 
_ completely: eclipſed the light of the goſpel, 


and for many centuries covered Chriſtendom 


with worſe than Egyptian darkneſs—a dark- 
neſs that Was dreadfully felt. And not. only 
were feſtivats inftituted in honour of the 
apoſtles,” martyrs, - &c, but, did any. bloody 

villain,” who, in his life, had been a plague to 


mankind, at his death, through terrors too 


wel 1 of damnation, pour in riches 


into 


tay - 


into abe church treaſury, he was ſute to be 
eanonized as a ſaint, and took his ſtation in 

the calendar along with Jeſus Chriſt. Hume 
e that at the ſhrine of Thomas a 
Becket, many thouſands were preſented in a 
ſingle year, while to the altar of Chriſt was 
only offered three pounds; and for one 
prayer or vow made to Chriſt, a thouſand 
were made to Thomas !! And Dr Robertſon, 
{who was not over hoſtile to popery) ob- 
ſerves, that ſo debaſed was the human mind 
by the endleſs fuperſtitions of Rome, that 
they actually inſtituted the 7-2/7 of 4be ae, in 
honour of che memory of the aſs upon which 
Chriſt rode to Jeruſalem; at which /acred fox 
lennity, a number of prieſts attended, braying 
aloud, in imitation of that. long ear'd ſaint, 
But the Virgin Mary, whole image and all 
its finery, the French theſe ſacriligeous raf- 
cals carried off from Loretta, lately, ſeems 
to be at the head of all the liſt of Romiſh 
ſaints; and a little devotion towards the 
queen of heaven will procure, every favour, 
and ſanctify every villany. The following in- 
ſtance may ſerve inſtead of thouſands that 
might be adduced. St Anſelm records that 
aà famous robber entered one morning into 
the cottage of a poor widow to rob her; but 
judging her unworthy of his rapine, be be- 
gan to accoſt her in a friendly and merry 
wat And have. you breakfaſted yet my 


good 


(44 ) 


8 1 breakfaſt ! Sir, ſaid ſhe, God for- | 


bid I ſhould fo violate a vow I have made, 


to faſt every ſaturday in the year, Every 


ſaturday! and why that? replied he. Becauſe, 


anſwered the widow, I have heard from a 


| very famous preacher, in doctrine, and ſtill 


more ſo for the ſanctity of his life, that who- 
ever faſts on ſaturday in honour of our 
Lady, cannot die without confeſſion. (The |. 


reader is to underſtand, that confeſſion to a 
_ prieft is the chief handle which popery has 


over the conſciences of its: blinded votaries.) 
The robber, at theſe words, felt compunc- 
tion, (as well he might) fell down on his 
knees, and promiſed. and ſwore to the queen 


of angels, to faſt every ſaturday too; which. 


vow. he kept inviolable ever after. But as 
he Nill continued his robberies, he was one 
day ſurpriſed by ſome travellers, who, by a 


ſtroke of a ſword, ſevered his head from his 
body. His executioners, thinking they had 


done his buſineſs ſufhciently, withdrew from 
him a few ſteps ; when, lo! the head of him 


that was killed, (O lepidum caput!) fell a cry- 


ing, Edu on maſters, I beg at leaſt that 


„may have confeſſion.“ After they had 
recovered a little from the panic and aſtoniſh- 
ment which ſuch a prodigy had cauſed, they 
ran to the next village to advertiſe the cu- 


rate, who immediately came with a great 


number of his parichioncrs, deſirous to be- 


hold 


4 WF 
hold the miracle; and having joined the 
head of the robber to his body, gave him 
- confeſſion as he deſired :- Which being done, 
the penitent, having thanked him for his 
good offices, ſaid to him with a diſtin voice, 
_ © Maſter I never did any good in all my life, 
by except my having faſted every ſaturday 
© in honour of the Mother of God. In the 
very inſtant I received the deadly blow, a 
frightful troop of devils ſurrounded me for 
«to ſeize my ſoul : But the bleſſed Virgin 
“coming to my aid, ſhe drove theſe far a- 
*© way by her divine preſence, and would not 
« ſuffer my ſoul to leave my body, till I 


“ ſhould be ſufficiently contrite, and make 
„ confeſhon of my fins.” He ſpoke thus, 


and, requeſting their prayers, he immediate- 
ly went to heaven, 

Time would fail to enumerate the bulls, 
| breviaries, bleſſed roſaries, veſtments, copes, 
cowls, ruſty nails, ſplinters of wood, faints' 
bones, croſſes, relicts, holy water, virgin's 
milk, ſaints' blood, &c. &c. which have all 
been made the objects of adoration by this 
ſuperſtitious and impious church. 

Happy had it been for mankind had theſe 
been nothing more than harmleſs ſpecula- 
tions, the mere theories of a few ſyſtematic 
bigots; but the caſe has been far otherwiſe, 
as we will ſee... 

"6 WHD6. * it is a "or Wan to 
| | human 


— 
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babe ainhrg, that although popery extchids 


ed over moſt parts of Eurcpe, yet there were 
even in the darkeſt ages of the reign of the 
beaſt, the TwWwO WirNESSES, a ſelect band 


of worthies, who nobly ſtood forth for the 
defence of the goſpel and its purity, and alſo 


for the civil rights of mankind. Theſe made 


their appearance in England, Scotland, Ger- 


many, France, and in Rome itſelf, where the 
beaſt had his imperial ſeat. But did that 
ſanguinary power quietly ſuffer theſe wor- 
thies to hold forth their teſtimony in defence 

of truth? Far, very far from it. Excommu- 
nication. was thundered out againft them if 
they did not recant, what they called, hereſy, 
attended with conſequences frightful to nature. 


If the pontifical mandates are not obeyed, 
then nothing but death in a thoufand terri- 


ble forms is denounced againſt the ſuppoſed 


offender. Human nature ſhudders and fick- | 


ens at reviewing the diſmal ſeries of martyr- 
ologies as related in the pages of faithful hiſ- 
torians : For fince the tyrant of Rome erect- 


ed his throne, more grievous, deftrudtive, and 
unrelenting perſecutions have been kindled, 
than the world ever witneſſed before. What 
nation has not been made a theatre of oppreſ- 
. ion, deſolation, carnage and blood! In 
which of them has not the grim genius of 
popery appeared delighted and ſmiling at the 
work of death ; ſurrounded with her fires, 


and 


629 


and J M0 Her daggers; and her wheds! 
An hundred millions of mankind, are com- 
puted to have been facrificed by that bloody 
power. And to uſe the language of indiſpu- 
table authority, In her was found the blood of the 
prophets, and of the apoſtles, and of all that have 
been Hain in the carib. But humanity ſhudders 
at the retroſpective view, and adviſes me to 
4. draw a veil over her llaughtered children. 


© REFLECTIONS. | 


A 4 Ford che diſmal picture whath the di. 
euſſion of the ſubject has exhibited, we ſee. 
the propriety of the prophet's exclamation, 
the heart of man is deceitful. above all things, and: 
 defperately wicked, who can know: it! Hazael the 
Syrian general, although warned by. Eliſha 
of the atrocities' he would be guilty off, when 
he, after the murder of his maſter, ſhould. 
aſcend his throne; is a ſtrong inftance of the 
mortifying truth; and although he. ſeemed 
penetrated with horror at the ſuppoſition, ex- 
claiming, Is thy ſeryant a dog that he ſhould 
do theſe things? Yet fo it turned out, as fore- 
told, and he proved one of the moſt bloody, 
and mercileſs dogs that ever hunted down, 
and worried mankind. Power is intoxicating, 
and it is ſupremely dangerous to inveſt any 
man with unlimited authority, whether he 
holds the pontifical cenſer, or the royal ſceptre. 
Let no man ſay ten, ] am incapable of this, 

| or 
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or of. that action. It is owing only to . re- 
ſtraining power of providence, that keeps the 
turbulent and fierce paſſions of men from 
re 4 the world watle blood and 
death, g e 
. We len in the next e Foam: the 
ſubject, the danger of unenlightened religious. 
zeal., Saul of Tarſus, is a ſtrong proof of this 
remark. Burning with zeal | againſt the 
peaceable, and unoffending chriſtians, and 
highly ſolicitous for the honour of his party, 
as a pharaſee; he fle w from eity to city, filling 
priſons, and even ſhedding the blood of the 
followers of the prince of peace; and charity 
makes us to ſuppoſe that even in his career 
of blood and death, he thought himſelf the 
1 mmoſt orthodox churchman, in the world. And 
| lit may be truly ſaid that all the horrors and 
| miſeries with which Rome hath afflicted: the 
| world, has chiefly lowed from miſtaken zeal. 
And it is but too true, that it is a leaven that 
infects too fatally, every denomination of 
chriſtians, the triple tiara, the lawn — = 
and nh en nee, 4 94 


* The Amo Mr Petz vis ting Oxford- 10 W520 2 
nurſery for arbitrary power) the chancellor, obſerving jocoſely ta 
him, that the church of Scotland gave too much power to the 
people, and too little to the prieſthood. Hoæbt awa', replied he, 
you talk about your kirk, and your kirk, —your kirk, which is 
one eſtabliſhment, and ours another, are as like each other as 
twa peas ; for we, jult like you take a' we can. pet, and 1 A 
N as far as we dare, or the bodies wil let us, : 
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3. We ſee from happy experience, of 200 
years, what a bleſſing the reformation is to 
mankind. Calmet and other eminent cathohe 
writers, acknowledge that the vorthren hereſy, 
has been highly favourable to learning and 
ſcience. Nor can we think without horror, 


of the fate of our own illuſtrious countrymen; 
_ our. Ridleys, Cranmers, Wiſharts, who by 


this bloody religion were roaſted in the fires, 
for the unpardonable crime of being faithful 


witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt, and zealous affertors. - 


of the beſt intereſts of men. How highly then 
ought not we, as Britons, to appreciate our 
privileges and to improve them. How 


would our renowned forefathers, could they 


now. behold the throne of the beaſt overturned, 
convents, monaſtries, and other dens of ſuper- | 
ſtition, cruelty and impurity, ſhut up, or con- 
verted to the uſeful purpoſes of life, hows 
would they be filled with gratitude and ad- 
miration! * Hy 
4. The eoryerfion! of Jews to ehriftianiey:) 


as A nation, we are N will ſucceed to the 
_ down=' 


* Some of the witty and ingenious people of Scotland, have 


publiſhed the following diverting lines upon the ſubject. 


Look up John Knox frae mang the dead, 
Look up, and ſhake your auld grey head, 
Look up, the whore of Babylon's fled 

Frae* mighty Rome! 
The grandevent you 39 5 ſpaed, 


Behold is come + Tt 
| Caledonian Mercury Newſpager 


\ 


(@) 

down. fall of popery, which hath hitherto 
been an inſuperable barrier to that people.“ 
And this laft, and one of the mightieft events 
in providence, was foretold to happen in tlie 
laft days, hen the beaſt ſhould be given to the 
devouring flame, that is to utter, irrecoverable 
deſtruction - When a new thing, never 
echualled before, ſhall take place, 3 nation ſhall 
be born at once. The zeal of the Lord of hoſts 
mall do this; of Him, who is wonderful in 


counſel, and excellent in working. 5 


Two events recently happened, ſeem to pave the way for 
its accomplithment. In the Eaſt Indies, the ten tribes, ſuppoſed 
to be loſt and blended among the nations, have been, under the 
denomination of Afghans, diſcovered, and whither according to 
Eſaras they emigrated for one whole year and a quarter, due 
eaſt ; that they ſhould be now diſcovered, after 2,500 years, as 
. preſident Yanfittart obſerves, is a wonderful circumſtance indeed. 
Another circumſtance, that with a high probability, may con- 
tribute to the Jews converſion is, what now draws the attention 
of the world. | The French, peaceably landing a powerful army 
in Egypt, and having made themſelves maſters of that fruitful 
country, ſeem to penetrate into Syria, and make no ſecret that 
they intend to replace the Jews in their own land. Politicians 
(the author is none) may treat this expedition with marked con- 
tempt, but if it is the intention of the moſt High, if he hath ſaid 
= all the fleets and armies in the world will not be able tp over- 
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